
Appendix 

Appendix A 

Questionnaire used for the visitor survey (English translation). Footnotes denote items used 
in studies prior to the current survey. 
 

How much do you like this forest? 
 
 
Dear Participant 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. We would like to know which 
forest people like best. It will take you only about 5–10 minutes to fill in the questionnaire. 

 

1. How long did it take you to get from home or some other starting point (e.g. your 
workplace) to this forest?b 

 
_________ 

 
minutes 
 

 
2. Is this the forest you visit most often?b 

O yes 

O no 

 

3. How often do you normally come to this forest outside holiday time?b, c, d 
 
 Hardly ever 

 
 

Less than 
once a 
month 

 

1–3 times a 
month 

 

1–2 times a 
week 

3–7 times a 
week 

In spring, summer, 
autumn 
 

O O O O O 

In winter  O O O O O 

 
 
4. How often do you visit this forest per year?d, e 

 
_______ times 
 
  



 
5. Please follow our instructions and look in the direction requested. How much do you like 

the forest on a scale from 1 to 10?b, c, d 
 

 

O O O O O O O O O 

 

O 

1 

Not at 
all 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very 
much 

 
 
6. Which kinds of forest do you generally prefer (irrespective of the forest you are looking at 

now)? 
 
 
Forests with Does not 

prefer at all 
 

Hardly 
prefer 

 

Undecided Rather 
prefer 

Strongly 
prefer 

 
Predominantly 
conifersa, c, d 

 
O O O O O 

Predominantly 
deciduous treesa, c, d 

 
O O O O O 

Conifers and 
deciduous trees 
mixeda, d 

 

O O O O O 

Many 
bushes/shrubs and 
young treesa, c, d 
 

O O O O O 

Many branches and 
piles of branches on 
the grounda, c, d 

 

O O O O O 

Many fallen treesc, d 

 O O O O O 

Many leaves on the 
groundf 

 
O O O O O 

 
 
  



6b. What else do you like about forests, what not? 
 

 
Forests with Do not 

prefer at all 
 

Hardly 
prefer 

 

Undecided Rather 
prefer 

Strongly 
prefer 

 
Many needles on 
the groundf 

 
O O O O O 

Ground covered 
with vegetationd 

 
O O O O O 

Moss on stones and 
treesd, f 

 
O O O O O 

Ivy on the treesd 

 O O O O O 
Fernsd 

 O O O O O 

Lichens on the trees 
 O O O O O 

High visibility/when 
you can see far into 
the forestg 

 

O O O O O 

 
 
  



 
7. Why do you go to the forest? How strongly do the following statements apply on a 

scale of 1–5? 
 

 1 
Does not 

apply at all 

2 3 4 5 
Fully 

applies 
To enjoy peace and 
quietd 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
To have funa 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

To spend time with my 
familyb, d 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

To experience 
naturea,d 
 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
To meet my friendsb, d 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

In order to be 
unobservedd, i 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
To do sportsa 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
For health reasonsa 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
To walk the dogj 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 

  



 

8. Are there things you dislike about the forest (on a scale of 1–5)? 
 

 1 
Does not 

apply at all 

2 3 4 5 
Fully 

applies 
I dislike mosquitoes, 
ticks and other creepy-
crawliesd, k 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

In the forest I 
sometimes meet weird 
peopled, h, k 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

I am afraid of 
poisonous plantsd, k, l 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

I am afraid of 
unleashed dogsd, k,  

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

I feel disturbed by 
other forest visitors, 
e.g. bikersm 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

I dislike logging 
activitiesj 

 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

I dislike logging 
residuesj 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 
O 

 

  



 

Finally, a few personal details: 
 

9. Gendera, c, d 

 
10. Year of birtha, c, d 

O female ___________________ 
 

O male  
 

11. Your postcodea, c, d 

 

 

___________________ 
 

 

12. In which country did your parents grow up?a, c, d 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
13. What was the last level of school you attended?a, c, d 

 

O None/Primary school 

O Secondary school/Junior high school 

O Apprenticeship, Vocational training 

O A-Levels, Teacher training, Vocational school leaving certificate 

O University of Applied Sciences, Teacher training college 

O Federal Institute of Technology, University 

O Doctorate 

 

 
14. How many children live in your household?d ________ 

 

15. Are you a member of an environmental or nature conservation organisation, e.g. Pro 
Natura, WWF or Greenpeace?b, c, d 

 

O yes 

O no 

 

  



16. Are you restricted in your everyday life and leisure time by a disability or chronic 
illness?d, n 

O yes 

O no 

 

17. How important was the forest for you in your childhood?a, c, d 

 
O O O O O 

 
Unimportant 

 
Not very 

important 
 

Undecided Quite important Very important 

 

18. When you were a child, did you spend your free time (not organised) regularly in the 
forest?d 

O yes 

O no 

 

19. Are you (or have you ever been) a member of a youth group (e.g. scouts/guides)?d 

O yes 

O no 

 

20. Do you or any of your close relatives own any forest?a, c, d 

O yes 

O no 

 

Comments:  

 

 

 

 
 

21. Many thanks for taking the time to respond to this survey. We wish you an enjoyable 
time in the forest! 

  



To be completed by the interviewer: 

Activity of the respondent:c, d 

O Walking without dog O Hiking without dog O Jogging 

O Walking with dog O Hiking with dog O Nordic walking 

O Cycling O Biking O ......................... 

 

 

Weather conditions: 

O sunny 

O cloudy 

O raining 

O snow on the ground 

O snowing 

 

 

Location/plot: ......................... 

Date and time: ....................... 

Interviewer: ............................ 
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