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The authors regret to inform that there was an error in the above-cited paper related to the contribution of heavy metals to the list of the
Top5 compounds contributing to the msPAF values at each site. However, the actual msPAF calculations are not affected nor is the overall
conclusion of the manuscript that pesticides seem to be the drivers of the risk in small wastewater-impacted streams during low flow
conditions.

As stated at the end of paragraph 3.2.3. Risk driving substances the msPAF was also calculated including heavy metals. However, when
considering which compounds belonged to the Top5 in each sample, different thresholds were mistakenly used for listing the candidate
compounds. Organic compoundswere considered candidate compoundswhen their PAF values exceeded 0.0001%. For the heavymetals, the
threshold was also very low (0.01%) but still higher. Due to this difference, some heavymetals were not listed among the Top5 in some cases,
when the general toxicity level was low.

We stated that “Zn, at seven downstream and one upstream site, and Ni at only one upstream site, were part of the Top5 substances and
contributed with fractions of 0.01-0.05% to the total msPAFs”. When using the same threshold for the heavymetals as for the other compounds,
these numbers increase and yield the numbers listed in Table C1 for all the samples (total number of samples upstream and downstream:
each 96):

Table C1. Corrected number of cases in which heavy metals belong to the Top5 substances
Heavy metal #Top5 upstream #Top5 downstream

Zn 27 42
Ni 20 13
Cr 53 14
Cd 10 2
Ag 1 0
Zn, Ni, Cr, Cd and Ag belong to the Top5 substances of the msPAF, the other measured heavy metals with good quality toxicity data (Cu,
Pb) did not appear. In addition, although these five metals appear frequently in the Top5 substances, the total contribution to msPAF is
almost negligible. This is because Ni, Cr, Cd and Ag are in most cases Top5 substances at upstream sites with low msPAF where almost no
other substance was detected and the single PAF values of the heavy metals are in most cases very low; e.g. the maximum PAF of Cr is
0.00063%. In fact, this can be nicely seen in Figure S3.1 of the SI where the msPAF considering organic substances only is compared to the
msPAF including heavymetals. This figure is still valid, as the thresholds used for the single PAF do not affect the total msPAF. In Table C2 (see
below) the calculated msPAF values including heavy metals, using the same threshold for the PAF values for all Top5 substances are shown
(compare Table S3.4 in the SI where only organic substances were considered for the msPAF).

The authors would like to apologize for any inconvenience caused.
DOI of original article: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.watres.2016.11.001.
* Corresponding author. Eawag, Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology, 8600 Dübendorf, Switzerland.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.watres.2017.12.076
0043-1354

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.watres.2016.11.001
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.watres.2017.12.076&domain=pdf
www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00431354
www.elsevier.com/locate/watres
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.watres.2017.12.076
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.watres.2017.12.076
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.watres.2017.12.076


N.A. Munz et al. / Water Research 129 (2018) 523e525524
Table C2. msPAF calculations including heavy metals. For the May 2014 the extended screening data set was used. Subst 1 to Subst5
indicate the Top5 substances. Top5 substances are listed only if the PAF is greater or equal to 0.0001%.
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